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Child of the .Obama seeking German assistance in Iran nuclear deal President Barack Obama is reaching out to German Chancellor Angela Merkel to help her in an international challenge of broad significance:
persuading the United States and its allies to support the Iran nuclear deal that she as the European Union's top diplomat helped negotiate. This is a precedent-setting mission, made more difficult by tension
between Washington and Paris over the French military intervention in Mali. Obama is using persuasion and discouragement. "If the leaders of Europe don't take this opportunity seriously to get involved in
diplomacy to avoid an international crisis... I think they will have a harder time selling that to their own populations," says Gareth Williams, a nonresident fellow at the London-based Royal United Services
Institute. "It might have an impact on the peace process in Syria, if it's not resolved." The Obama administration has declared Iran's nuclear activities a threat to world peace, and it is moving to punish Iran for
them. However, the United States and its allies still oppose efforts to slap sanctions on Iran, which want to bring an end to more than half a century of enmity with their Western neighbors. On Tuesday, France
and Germany launched the process that would lead to a six-month delay in the sanctions. Even that is too much for France, which has been the most strident supporter of the U.S. embargo. "My message to
President Obama is, if you want a resolution to this conflict, if you want a solution, I don't want to set back the talks by six months," French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius said in Paris. "We should just put our
hands in the air and take the negotiations to a different phase." The EU is trying to exert French influence. Merkel, who is heading for North Africa on Wednesday to hold talks in Bamako with Mali's president,
said after the Paris talks were announced that "any European country that is seeing this matter from the perspective of only its own interests, its own national interest, is acting against the basic interests of all of
us together." Signaling the European solidarity implicit in such statements, EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton is playing a key role in brokering the talks.
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